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The next barcodes (r)evolution – QR codes powered by GS1

Increased regulatory pressure on 
product and consumer information. 
Regulators are opening up to the 

use of QR codes.

The need to provide 
consumers with ever-

increasing information. The 
need to optimise packaging 

space.

Transparency: Consumers 
demand information about 
companies' products and 

practices.

Consumer engagement. 
Opportunity to connect 
brands with consumers.

How will the linear 
barcode evolve?

1. A single barcode (QR Code) to connect with the consumer and for 
the point of sale:

• Packaging on the market with QR codes powered by GS1
• Use of the QR Code also at the point of sale and in the supply chain.

2. GS1 Global Project, horizon 2027.
3. (r)evolution compatible with the use of Radio Frequency 

Identification (RFID).

New point-of-sale applications (food 
safety, recalls, traceability, waste 

prevention, etc.) that require more 
information than just the barcode 

on the products.
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- QR code at point of sale (var. weight)

8

Usage for point of sale operations:

https://qrtrack.mercadona.es/01/08436569260654/10/000229428002?1
7=240229&91=25&3103=000638&3922=00785&8005=001230
Data contained in the QR code (dynamic printing): 
GTIN, lot number, expiration date, net weight, price and price/kg.

Information for
consumers on
Mercadona 
Website:
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- QR code at point of sale (var. weight)



BENEFITS of QR Codes at the POS

Traceability, Improve processes, information for the consumer

• Sales by supplier

• Improvement tracability management at the sales floor

• Price Mark-downs

• Inventory management of expiry dates

• Improve methodologies and processes at the POS 

• Information for the consumer

• Block expired products at the check out

• ….



BENEFITS of QR Codes at the POS

Improvement tracability management at the sales floor



Price mark-downs

BENEFITS of QR Codes at the POS



• Price mark-downs

From:  To:

BENEFITS of QR Codes at the POS



Next Steps

Cómo Seguimos…

February April All meat variable measure Next steps…
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- QR code at point of sale (fixed weigth)
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Usage for point of sale operations:

https://qrtrack.mercadona.es/01/08436569260074/10/0004219
09001?17=250527&16=250522
Data contained in the QR code (dynamic printing): 
GTIN, lot number, expiration date and  sell by date.

Information for
consumers on
Mercadona Website:

https://qrtrack.mercadona.es/01/08436569260074/10/000421909001?17=250527&16=250522
https://qrtrack.mercadona.es/01/08436569260074/10/000421909001?17=250527&16=250522
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BonÀrea – “Directo al origen”

GS1 Digital Link URL:

https://tr.bonarea.com/01/08445915000011/10/53741110086?11=230421&17
=230430&91=23537420061291144&3103=001844&3922=664&8005=000360

Data contained in the QR code: GTIN, batch
number, manufacturing date, expiration date, 
weight, price/kg and total price. 

https://tr.bonarea.com/01/08445915000011/10/53741110086?11=230421&17=230430&91=23537420061291144&3103=001844&3922=664&8005=000360
https://tr.bonarea.com/01/08445915000011/10/53741110086?11=230421&17=230430&91=23537420061291144&3103=001844&3922=664&8005=000360
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- BonÀrea – “Directo al origen”

https://tr.bonarea.com/01/08413585004578 The QR code contains the GTIN information
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Brands implementing QR codes as well

https://mahou.aecocescanqr
.es/01/08411327122016

https://scan.pg.com/01/08001090446404
https://scan.pg.com/01/08001090457554

https://id.aecocescanqr.e
s/01/08424395141360
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MANGO – QR code and RFID tag

https://qr.mango.com/v1/p/m/8/87085754/99/01/08447274749570/21/17280534827

Data contained in the QR code: GTIN and Serial Number
(The same data contained in the EPC RFID Tag)

https://qr.mango.com/v1/p/m/8/87085754/99/01/08447274749570/21/17280534827
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Digital label: Wines and spirits
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Digital label: Wine

The digital labels generated for wines guarantee 
regulatory compliance:
• Neutral appearance
• No marketing information
• No manufacturer URL
• No user tracking
• Easy, direct and universal access
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Spanish regulation on recycling information to consumers

"Each sector will develop specific plans to establish a harmonized format for including 
this information in the QR code, taking into account its specific characteristics and 

other applicable regulations."
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Recycling information for Wine products
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Recycling information for Spirit products
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Digital labels being deployed in Spain
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One QR on-pack, infinite possibilities
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Pere Rosell

CEO GS1 Spain

E: prosell@gs1es.org

Thank you!!



Thank you!

The slide deck and recording of the 
session will be shared afterwards



Evi Moutsipai
Adviser Product 
Policy & 
Sustainability 
EuroCommerce

Mohammad
Salikandi
Sustainability 
Manager
A.I.S.E. – Detergents
Europe

Jan Somers
GS1 in Europe 

Chair
CEO GS1 Belgilux



Our affiliated members

Our company members Our national associations

*

* Partner association
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Thank you!

The slide deck and recording of the 
session will be shared afterwards
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